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EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8 pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

Mon 17 Mar;  Campaigning meeting, Jolly Sailor, Macclesfield
Thu 27 Mar; Spring Pub of the Season award, Crown, Bollington
Sat 5 Apr; Social at New Mills Beer Festival (see p30 for further details)
Sat 19 Apr; Handforth-Styal-Wilmslow walk; contact Tim Walker for details
9-10 May; Macclesfield  Beer Festival (See p17 for details)
Tue 20 May; Campaigning meeting, Cross Keys, Knutsford
30-31 May; Marthall Beer Festival (See page 18 for details)
Sat 31 May; Social, Stockport Beer Festival, 12 noon onwards

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.
Local contacts

Macclesfield:  Keith Farman         01625 572460 Knutsford:      George Symes      01565 653096
           Dave Hasler           01625 572640            Martin Baxter         01565 653675
Congleton:      Dave Gittins           01260 271593 Wilmslow:      Tim Walker            01625 418625
           John Barber        01260 277391    Dave Pearce         01625 530152

Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

Tel 01260 289055/07861 718673

Wilmslow Developments
The Wilmslow Tavern, Marstons’ pub at Summerfields “village”, off Dean Row Rd looks to
have re-opened.

More interesting is that the owners of Macclesfield’s Treacle Tap and Congletons’ Young
Pretender have taken the lease of a property on Grove Street in Wilmslow. To be known as
the Old Dancer, it was apparently once used for exotic dancing but will now move on to a
more traditional form of culture!  There will be a rotating range of 5 real ales, generally
locally sourced plus a real cider. See www.facebook.com/OldDancer for updates.
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Bollington rumour quashed
There were rumours that the Robinson's Holly Bush in Bollington was
for sale, with a view to its conversion for use as a private house.
In terms of historical and interior interest, it would be a huge loss.
It is listed in CAMRA’s National Inventory of Historic Pub Interiors.
However, we are pleased to report that categoric comments by
William Robinson have put paid to stories like this. Apparently, Robinson’s
have in mind a sympathetic refurbishment  before formally re-letting.

Thirsty Thursday 20th March 2014
Entry £6.00 includes 2 free pints

and a brewery tour.
For £10 you can enjoy the beers and

tour plus a Tatton glass and an extra pint
or bottle to take home.

Gift vouchers available for any
Thirsty Thursday in 2014

(March, June & September)
Please call or email us to

confirm your place
Thirsty Thursday is held at the brewery,

Unit 7 Longridge Trading Estate,
Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 8PR.

Food is available and
music from local entertainers.
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THE
LORD MOUNTBATTEN

70 MILL ST, CONGLETON

Showcasing the best beers
from in and around

Cheshire
6 HANDPULLS

REAL CIDER
WORLD LAGERS

 CHESHIRE’S
VERY OWN TAP

- KEEPING IT LOCAL
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Featured Pub - Bulls Head, Broken Cross
The Bulls Head is a traditional English pub rooted in the
community. Licensees Judy and Martine took the pub over
in December 2006 and since then have improved the
facilities whilst retaining the warmth and character of a pub
that appeals to a varied clientele of all ages. Over the years
they have enhanced the look of the pub by introducing
signage in keeping with the pub’s history, installing new
windows, and developing a cosy beer garden.
There is a seating area adjacent to the bar, a larger quieter
area that was originally a separate room, boasting a real
fire in winter, and a small tap room with dartboard. The beer garden is furnished with picnic
tables and attractive floral displays. The front facade is also decorated with floral baskets.
Judy and Martine pick the real ales from Punch’s rotation list and the SIBA list of beers from
local brewers, often taking advice from customers on which to choose. This ensures there is
always a good selection of beers available from the three hand pumps and they have Cask
Marque certification.
Apart from pub games such as dominoes and darts, locals can take advantage of the Book
Swap facility, join the “Knit, Stitch and Bitch” group, held fortnightly on Tuesdays, or stretch
their minds with the weekly Thursday Quiz Night. Alternatively, they can enjoy a quiet pint
and indulge in the traditional pub activity of putting the world to rights with the regulars.
Opening hours are 4-12 weekdays (4-11 Tues and Wed), 12-12 Sat and 12-11 Sun.

All change at Allgreave
Ian and Luda Rottenbury from the Hanging Gate at Sutton bought Rose and Crown,
Allgreave from Robinson’s last July and plan to open it as a free house in April.
“We are looking for a challenge to run a free hold. There will be seven pumps working flat out
serving real ale.”
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Congleton News
The At Will Pubs group  has acquired the Antelope at the end of
Lawton Street in Congleton and renamed it the Beartown Cock.
Their policy is to source guest beers from micros within a 30
mile radius of the company HQ in Chester. “We intend to bring
back this cornerstone of English culture by giving our pubs back
to the communities. We hope to become a huge part the
Congleton Town family.”
Councillor Denis Murphy, member of Congleton Pubwatch said

“It is absolutely splendid that Lawton Street is getting busier.
The Young Pretender is a splendid pub and the Prince of
Wales is doing fine. It’s great that the new pub has opened and
it does look lovely.”
One CAMRA member popped in and enjoyed the Brimstage Trapper's Hat. What was even
better was that it was a mere £2 a pint!
He also called in Farmers Arms and noted 2 Thwaites ales (Original and Wainwright's) and
a further hand pump not in action. He was told the new licensees are looking to build up their
Real Ale sales. Both ales were of a very acceptable standard.
The local CAMRA group had an enjoyable wander around Congleton during the winter and
for once, the public transport worked flawlessly.
Blackbear Beer at the Beartown was a good start.
The Young Pretender was heaving due to the Christmas lights switch-on so it was maybe
lucky we had started off with a diversion to the Barley Hops where we heard a presentation
on the CAMRA investment club, a body which buys shares in brewery companies so as to
have a voice at their AGMs. Excellent  pint of Engine Vein from Cheshire Brewhouse.
Next across the road to the Lion & Swan for a pint of Wincle Butchered.
Brief walk to the White Lion, a real locals pub which was being entertained by a rather loud
band. The journey of discovery finished,symmetrically, in the still busy Young Pretender.

The Weaver, Macclesfield
Our local pubs are often the centre of our local communities, but many are under threat.
It is great to find a success story at The Weaver in Macclesfield’s Weston estate.
This Punch pub was thoroughly refurbished during autumn 2013 and has new landlords
in Gary and Alison Walker. They are building a reputation for good value food with most
mains around £6.95, steaks for around £9 and a 2 for 1 deal at £10. Food is served from
midday to eight in the evening.
The pub has a comfortable public bar to the front with Sky Sports TV, a pool table and a dart
board. To the rear the large lounge dining
room opens onto both the original garden
and a new south-facing dining terrace
to the side. The latter should be a
comfortable place to sit as spring turns
into summer.
Around the back is a private car park
separate from the main Thornton Square.
Cask ales are ‘Weaver’ bitter (re-badged
Tetley bitter), Robinson’s Unicorn and
Sharps Doom Bar. At busy times you
may find a fourth, guest, cask ale. Gary
is proud of his Unicorn and we found it
well-kept. The pub is open from noon until
11:30 or midnight Thu-Sat.



76 Windmill Street, Macclesfield
off the southern end of the Silk Road

A friendly traditional street-corner local.

“This is a true community local, with darts,
dominoes and crib teams, and is popular with

several generations of local families.”

Robinson’s Dark Hatter’s Mild and
seasonal beers always available,

plus the award winning Old Tom
strong ale in the Winter months.

CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011

 Weekdays 5-11
(Sat &Sun all day)
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Your hosts,
Brian & Steve

96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers

including George Wright, Hop Head,
Phoenix, Roosters, York & many more

Good Beer Guide 2014
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season

Winter 2011
Bar meals served

Monday to Saturday lunch
           No plastic food!

          Real Chips!
This IS not a free house.

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN

GOOD
BEER

GUIDE

Congleton experiences
One of the interesting aspects of my hobby; visiting pubs and drinking beer, is finding and
hearing the unexpected.
On a recent visit to Cheshire Brewhouse brewery, Shane Swindells
suggested that I try his beer at Congleton Rugby Club’s clubhouse in
Congleton. This appealed to me both as a rugby enthusiast and a beer
drinker. The beer I had was Cheshire Gap and it was in excellent form.
Now, that is quite an achievement as the bar at this Clubhouse is only
usually open Saturdays and Sundays, so it is important that the beer is
drunk in this time frame- being a rugby club this does not usually present a
problem. But the really interesting aspect of my visit was talking to Dennis,
the cellarman at the Clubhouse. A man who was genuinely interested in
the well-being of “his” beer offerings and how he could attract consumers of “his” beer who
would appreciate the efforts made to ensure that it is in top condition when dispensed from
the pump. Certainly worth a visit after  completing the Saturday shop!

Another interesting story of country folk
and the benefits of visiting your local was
over- heard by me at the Davenport Arms,
Marton. The beer is excellent in this
pub/restaurant and should be enjoyed
regularly; I had Wincle Sir Philip on this
occasion. I was minding my own business
and as I departed, I thanked the gentlemen
at the bar for allowing me to overhear how
best to bury a horse! This sort of knowledge
cannot be found on Google coloured with
proper descriptions of the actions!
No; it could not be left to your imagination –
you needed to be there – in the Pub! CB
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MAKING MERRY IN MACC
On one dry Saturday in December (yes there was one) a group of North Cheshire CAMRA
members descended on Macclesfield for their Christmas trip. Strolling across from the
railway station they had a five minute wait for the Waters Green Tavern to open.
On getting to the bar a range of northern beers faced us (mainly pale or blond for which pub
is renowned) so most of us started on locally produced Worth Anson.
Next move was to the Queen’s Hotel serving Holts
beers plus their seasonal Bah Humbrew plus a
Bootleg brewery beer. I suspect as it doesn’t have
a big range of guest beers the pub probably gets
overlooked which it certainly shouldn’t.
The Treacle Tap was the next stop where a food
break was called for with some delicious artisan pies
(mine was turkey and curry) to go alongside their
varying range of guest beers. Some also took the
opportunity to taste Brew Dog Tactical Nuclear
Penguin at a mere 32% ABV.

Crossing the road we arrived at the Snow Goose
and the opportunity to try some (very) local
Storm brews. I found the Bosley Cloud
particularly drinkable.
It was then onward and extremely upward to the
Champion Pub of Cheshire for 2013, the Wharf.
Again, a good range of guest beers to go
alongside the regular Tetley bitter. What was
disappointing was how quiet the pub was - apart
from the heavy breathing of the stragglers who
claimed they were going to die after tackling the
hill to get there.
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at Rainow
Beautiful Country Pub

at the gateway to the Peak District National Park

Enjoy up to 6 ever-changing real ales

Fantastic Evening Menu
Great value Lunchtime Menu

Special Sunday menu 12  till 4 pm

4 En-suite Double or Twin bedrooms available
in our newly refurbished detached cottage

(£50 per room Mon-Thu, £65 per room Fri, Sat, Sun)

Wonderful gardens to the side and rear
to enjoy the views out to Kerridge Ridge.

Give us a ring or visit our website for further details www.robinhoodrainow.co.uk
Church Lane, Rainow      01625 574060

Next move was rapidly downhill, retracing our steps then left
onto the Leek Road until we got to another free house, the
Macc.  This time we went for the Macclesfield produced
RedWillow Heartless, a delicious chocolate stout available
between December and March.
At this point the group split into two with some heading for the
full range of Bollington beers at the Park Tavern whilst others
went to the Wetherspoons Society Rooms and more food.
Meeting up again point was the newly opened RedWillow bar,
a former Co-Op, which has been tastefully and cleverly
designed to cater for all ages at different times of the day and
week.
Up to 5 cask beers were displayed on a plasma TV behind the
bar, with the brewery’s own Headless being sampled.

Final stop on the way back to the
station was the historic Castle
and some Ringwood bitter but
again this was unfortunately
rather lacking in custom.
By a narrow call it was agreed
best pub of the day was the
Treacle Tap, but on any other day
it could have been any of them.
Final question – is there anywhere
else in Cheshire where you can
get more Cheshire beers?

NB
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Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers

under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Tel: 01625 431234 email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ

Your hosts Tony & Lynda
Licensees for 25 years

Railway Inn, Mobberley
now a Free House

Open every day
for home made food and
locally sourced cask ales

Large bowling green available for hire
Beer garden & children’s play area

Open log fires
Music quiz every Sunday

(real vinyl records) DJ Karl Wayne
Tel no 01565 873155

E mail a.davies560@btinternet.com
Web www.railwayinnpub.co.uk

Real ale from Dunham Massey

GOOD
BEER

GUIDE

REAL ALE
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Notice the free entry to the Festival on Saturday afternoon. Bring the family!
CAMRA members are particularly welcome to get involved or simply attend.
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MARTHALL BEER FESTIVAL 2014

Friday 30th May 7pm - 11:30pm
Ales, Ciders, BBQ, Meet the Brewers
Saturday 31st May 2pm - 11:30pm

Includes entertainment for the whole family
with LIVE music, Bouncy Castle, Rodeo Ride,
Prize Tug of War, Games, BBQ, Ales,  Ciders.

Adults £5 (£4.50 for CAMRA members)

Entry includes souvenir glass, tasting notes
and your first pint.

All beers / ciders £2.50 per pint. Wine £2.50 per glass.

The Hall at Marthall
Sandlebridge Lane
Marthall
Knutsford
WA16 7SB

www.ollertonwithmarthall.org.uk/beerfestival

Ship relaunched
Local mini-PubCo Kalton and Barlow, owners of the
excellent Dog at Peover Heath, the Crown at Goostrey
and the Swan in Tarporley have reopened the 350 year
old Ship Inn on Altrincham Road, Styal. Convenient
for the National Trust’s historic Quarry Bank Mill and
Manchester Airport, the Ship is a lovely old building
which they have refurbished to a very high standard.

On my recent visit, I found the staff to be
genuinely friendly, the locals talkative
and the beer range excellent. LocAles
brewed in Cheshire are always available;
the regular beers, Best Cask Bitter and
Cheshire Cat from Weetwood brewery in
Tarporley and Big Tree from Dunham
Massey, were complemented by guest
ales Tatton Best from Knutsford and
Macclesfield’s RedWillow Directionless
making a nice “Cheshire Set”!

Freshly prepared and largely locally sourced food is served all day until 9 pm (8 pm Sunday).
I have been using the Ship on occasion for twenty years and I was fearful what changes
might be made. I am very pleasantly surprised by
what I found. None of the historic ambience has
been lost and what we have is a clean, warm,
friendly and welcoming traditional pub. And yes,
the old model of the ship that used to be in the
snug is still to be found! I will not hesitate to return.
www.theshipstyal.co.uk

Word from Holmes Chapel
Matt Smith is new manager of Ember Inns
Old Red Lion (Since leaving Doctor Who? Ed.)
A refurbishment was due in February, to
include 10 new hand pumps to allow a wider
selection of cask ales, changing weekly,
and they will let drinkers vote for beers from
the list of over 20 guest ales quarterly. They
also offer CAMRA members a discount.
They hope to use LocAle breweries like
Merlin and Blakemere.
Robinson’s George and Dragon has been
nominated for ‘Tourism Pub of the Year’ in
the Visit England Awards for Excellence.
In 2013 it won the Taste Cheshire awards
for Excellence in ‘Customer Service’ and
‘Best Pub in Cheshire’.
Martin Barnes and his team use local
suppliers where possible. The exterior has
been transformed, with renovated gardens.
Community events have included a garden
party and Christmas markets.
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Alderley Edge
On a damp Friday night in January, we started at the Wizard, about a mile from the A34 up
Macclesfield Road.  Quite empty - a mix of clientele eating or drinking, with a background
pianist. A pleasant environment and bar staff who welcomed the Out Inn Cheshires that we
had spare.  There were 2 Thwaites to choose from; Wainwright or Lancaster Bomber.  Both
were thought to be in good condition though we noted that we paid £11.25 for 6 halves,
equivalent to £3.75 pint. Ouch!

Wandering down the hill, we came to De Trafford Arms
(Chef and Brewer). Recent experiences have been
positive here with the originality of the beers on offer.
Tonight though we were offered Tetley Cask, another
Thwaites Wainwright and Merlin's Gold from Merlin.
Interesting to compare the Wainwrights, and the
consensus was that this one was slightly better.
The best of the evening so far was the Merlin's Gold, a
nice light floral hoppy number.

A diversion via Fosters chip shop then followed (how could we ignore the "plaice"?
It deserves a slot in a Good Chips Guide as approved by the Campaign for Real Chips).
This was followed by a casual stroll down the high street eating them and looking very out of
place in the capital of the Cheshire Set.

Our next destination, reached by way of several back streets and ginnels was Robinson's
Drum and Monkey, situated just off Heyes Lane. They had Unicorn, Trooper and Dizzy
Blonde on offer and we sampled acceptable halves of each.

Back on the main street near the station, was
our final call of the night; the Botanist. By far
the busiest, live music was creating a lively
atmosphere. There was a real mix of ages; there
seemed something for everyone.

Four cask ales were on offer; the most original
choice of the night, i.e. Phoenix Arizona (4.1%),
Hawkshead Lakeland Gold (4.4%), Red Willow
Wreckless (4.8%) and  Beartown Kodiak Gold
(4%). We sampled the Arizona and found it in fine
form. However, we weren’t surprised to see that

prices were £3.30 and more per pint.

The ales are dispensed from apparent
wooden barrels attached to the rear wall of
the bar, but whilst delivering apparent decent
through-put, we don't expect cask to be their
best selling line. Although not a typical ‘Good
Beer Guide pub’, this is one place that could
become a one in the future. A lot of young
people populate this place, and given the
youth are our future, we need to encourage
them to visit actual or potential Good Beer
Guide candidates and it was generally
agreed that this is one.

So there is real ale in Alderley Edge if you know where to look.  Other establishments we did
not try on this visit were the current Good Beer Guide listed Union Club on Stevens Street,
and the Merlin about 10 minutes walk north out of the the town. TW
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Fifteen Years of Crystal Clear Beer at Storm Brewing
The Storm Brewing Company recently celebrated fifteen successful years
as one of Macclesfield’s most popular micro-breweries. The award winning
brewers started out in 1998, in their Hurdsfield premises and very soon
expanded, moving to their existing premises at Waterside (once the
location of the “Mechanic’s Arms” public house).
Fifteen years ago Google was founded, the first Apple IMac was introduced
and every child’s Christmas list included a Furby.  Robbie Williams wanted
to “Entertain You,” film goers flocked to see “Titanic” and anyone who knew
anything about real ale wanted to sink a pint of Storm, in particular “Ale Force”, their first
beer brewed.

In those fifteen years there have been many pub closures
in Macclesfield: the Sun Inn, the Bridgewater Arms and
Knights Bar, no longer ring to the sound of clinking beer
glasses and a jingling till.
When the company began, six Cheshire breweries
supplied local hostelries; today there are over 30.
Perhaps we have something to thank Chancellor,
Gordon Brown for, as he encouraged the micro- brewery
boom when he halved their beer duty rates in 2002.
So what’s the secret of Storm’s
success? Talking to “Hugh the brew”

Thompson, it became crystal-clear that in the micro-brewery business
“small is beautiful”. Their success lies in producing high quality beers
(several have been awarded Championship Status) and giving high
quality service at a competitive price. They have regularly arranged
highly successful “Meet the Brewer” events where potential and
existing customers get to sample some of their wide range of ales.
The Storm Brewing Co. has been a regular sponsor of Macclesfield
Beer Festival and it is rumoured that they have a new limited edition,
crystal celebration beer planned for launch at the May 2014 Festival.
In the meantime they continue to do what they do best and brew
quality, champion ales.
Hugh Thompson and Dave Stebbings are still as dedicated to
producing the perfect pint as they were back in 1998.
Their “Ale Force” remains a top-selling ale, but it is now accompanied by 16 other weather
related brews, including the highly popular, ‘Bosley Cloud’.

Who remembers Tommy Steele?
The Bull’s Head, Mobberley, one of the finalists in
our imminent Pub of the Year competition has
commissioned a new house beer from Cheshire’s
Wincle Beer Company. Landlord Barry has worked
with Wincle Master Brewer Giles to produce a
new summer ale; 'White Bull'. This will be a
blonde to gold 4.0% abv ale served slightly more
chilled than the other six pumps for a refreshing
finish.
White Bull was launched to celebrate 'Pie Week'
just before we went to press.
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